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Our ‘Friends’

oroup has a long
assoclation with
both marine
managers,
agencies and
other interest
oTOups.




[Wwé Our Lakeg

Gippsland Lakes

We have developed a partnership with the East
Gippsland CMA through the ‘Love Our Lakes’

program, which has allowed us to under-take a
Citizen Science mitiative over the past two years.

1 he project 1s funded by the Victorian Government
for the health of the Gippsland Lakes.

Our aim 18 to catalogue the marine lite of the

Gippsland Lakes.




:] Ramsar Boundary
- Deep Lakes

Shallow Lakes

Freshwater Wetlands
Hypersaline Wetlands

Variably Saline Wetlands
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system, we had only a basic 1dea of what we would find.




_ ;'Eastern Blue Groper -
. Achoerodus viridis

To date we have catalogued 127 fish species that

reside part or tull-ime 1n the Gippsland Lakes.
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- In Winter when the
. temperature gets

below 10 degrees the
fish lite 1n the Lakes’

Sl disappears. But other
. life sull goes on.
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Spotted Pipelish - Stigmatopora argus I

N

The only hardy

specles observed 1n
the upper-reaches of
the Lakes’ are the Pot- |
bellySeahorse,
Smooth Toadfish and
Pipetish.
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‘but also the

brates, seem
to cover all
brates.

lable space. To

date we have
excess of 250

catalogued

Inverte

dl

)

Not only the fish
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'T'here are two
un-foreseen
Ascidian - Ciona intestinalis FOONSISZITO IRt
we have
recorded. The
first bemng the
e, - common
P “: - occurrence of
" marine pest
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Luckily most of them seem to be rather

benign 1n their impacts on the Lakes’.

oola' lg - Ercolanid sia Date Mussel - Musculista senhousia

boodleae
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HOWLEVER
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There is one"species that has a p@tenﬁal to seriously
affect the Gippsland Lakes.
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The ;
Northern

Pacific

seastar - |

Asterias

aImurensis,
has

previously

shown 1n
Port
Phillip,
what
damage 1t

R —

can 1ntlict.

e s " iAol i g s T B O e P S er e e s e -.L-_W___.,___...E




We teel that this
could be devastatin
for the bio-diversity

of the Gippsland
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Bartail goatfish - Upeneus australiae Dusky Morwong - Dactylophora nigricans

The second group of ‘new’ residents, 1s what we believe

1s a result of climate change. These new-comers are
termed, ‘out- ol- range spec1es
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Gunther's Butterflytfish -
~ Chaetodon guentheri

A number of
specles we were
surprised to
discover 1n the

Stripey - Microcanthus Gippslan 1l >
»

strigatus

as they were well

out of their range.
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These species and some




It could be concluded thatur own Gippsland Lakes

are a bellwether, for a more dynamic shift in our
marine environment.




