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CHALLENGES

Keeping the ‘science’ in citizen science

- some projects do not use quality science → evidence?

- what questions are we answering?

Keeping the ‘citizen’ in citizen science 

- some projects underestimate resources necessary for 

volunteer engagement

- motivations differ among participants 

Communication & expectations 

- how long is a ‘sampling day’?

Published citizen science rubrics heavy on science 

not so much about citizens.







ACTIVITY 1

https://ecocentre.com/tawnyfrogmouth

Use Tawny Frogmouth project descriptions on your table

1) 3 small groups per table 

2) Each small group uses 1 Element for project evaluation

(Elements: Scientific Contribution, Participant 

Recruitment, Communications)

3) Answer the questions of the sub-elements for the 

project

https://ecocentre.com/tawnyfrogmouth




ACTIVITY 2

1) Use the rubric and your answers to level-

score each sub-element 

(score 0, 1, 2, or 3)

2) Discuss with your table how the project 

can improve



ACTIVITY 3

Participant project!



GET A RUBRIC COPY

Fill out the form with your email for an electronic 

copy

Or contact Fam Charko 

fam@ecocentre.com


