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[bookmark: Here]Community Engagement Findings
The Cape to Cape Resilience Project is a long-term coastal hazard adaptation project, to plan for managing future changes to coastal areas between Cape Paterson and Cape Liptrap.  
[bookmark: _Toc460924660]Introduction 
From late July to early September, we invited people who live in or visit Inverloch, Venus Bay and nearby communities to share their local coastal values and experiences of coastal hazards, such as erosion. This update provides a snapshot of what we heard, greater detail will be shown in the Community Values Study.  
 
We’ve heard perspectives from many people, and we thank everyone who contributed to the activities. 
What were we asking?
Using a range of methods – a survey, interactive map and story board, we asked people to share what they value most about the Cape to Cape region and what makes the region so special. We asked people to:

· think about what was really important and meaningful to them for their coastal areas
· share their understanding and experiences of coastal hazards 
· contribute ideas to build resilience, adapt to change and help retain values into the future.
Consultation was promoted through: social media, emails, local media, and the Cape to Cape webpage.
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Who did we hear from?
We had over 2,000 visitors to the website, this included:
· 180 surveys completed
· Nearly 180 pins on our interactive map
· 80 people following the project
63% of respondents were residents of the region, with 53% living within 1km of the coast. 
28% of respondents were holiday home owners. 


Figure 1: Consultation respondents by location

Respondents mostly came from these areas:

· Inverloch (38%)
· Greater Melbourne (19%)
· Venus Bay (14%)
 
Figure 2: Consultation respondents by location

Most respondents were aged over 55 (56%), with fewer respondents in the under 35 age range (8%).

Figure 3: Consultation respondents by age
Key findings
The themes that arose across many included:  
Values

Our respondents visit the coast regularly, with two thirds visiting at least once a week.
Figure 4: How frequently respondents visit the coast


Some of the things that people felt were really important and unique about the Cape to Cape area included:
· Recreation - opportunities for walking, cycling, surfing, boating, swimming, relaxing

· Native flora and fauna - including preservation of habitat for key species and managing threats

· Landscape - coastal views, sandy beaches, land and seascapes, including peaceful settings and small town character

· Healthy ecosystems - functioning coastal and marine ecosystems, with biolinks and connectivity

· Heritage and unique history - both Aboriginal heritage and European history, including stories, special sites and specific assets.
 
· Safe access - All abilities and safe access for everyone to enjoy the beaches and foreshore of the region
We asked people to pick the top three things they thought attracted people to visiting and living in the Cape to Cape region. 
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Change and hazards
Two thirds of respondents felt they had a good or very good understanding of coastal hazards and 75% said that it was very likely the Cape to Cape area would be affected by coastal hazards in the future. 
This saw 77% of respondents saying that a lot more planning and preparation is required to prepare for these hazards. 
 


 
Figure 5: Survey respondents views on the likelihood the Cape to Cape region will be affected by coastal hazards in the future 

Figure 6: Survey respondents views on the planning and preparedness required for community and coast to withstand and recover from coastal hazards in the future 
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Figure 7: Impacts of erosion at Inverloch surf beach, 21/07/20 
Photo credit: Karyn Bugela 

Many people had seen changes across the dynamic coastal zone and had some experience of coastal hazards. 
Some key themes were:
· Dynamic - coastal zones are dynamic and change with every tide
· Erosion – people had more experiences with erosion than other hazards such as coastal flooding or groundwater impacts
· Sandy beaches – loss of beaches and access were seen as key coastal hazard impacts 
· Rate of change - many were surprised and concerned at the rate of coastal change they had seen  
· Habitat and vegetation - people were worried about the loss of vegetation and habitat 
· Assets and infrastructure – people also voiced concern for impacts on road access, residential properties and open space assets.
Ideas
While we’ll be exploring potential adaptation actions in more detail later in the project, we asked people to think about their ideas for building resilience in the Cape to Cape region. Ideas included: 
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People also highlighted that research and building knowledge about the coastal environment was important, as well as taking broader action on climate change.

As the project progresses, we will continue to build on these adaptation ideas for how the Cape to Cape region and community can potentially increase its resilience.
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Figure 8: Saltmarsh wetland on the shores of Anderson Inlet
Photo credit: Sarah Gilligan 
Next steps
We will be incorporating all of the feedback we heard, along with information from document reviews and other data sources into a Community Values Study.
 
The study will identify what the community and stakeholders value about the Cape to Cape coast to help inform upcoming analyses, including understanding potential vulnerabilities and risks to these values, and shaping our approach to adaptation. 

The technical studies being completed are essential to inform detailed design and implementation of any coastal management or protection works. The studies also enable us to assess different options and their impact on the beach. The wrong approach could result in damage to the dune system, substantial loss of the high tide beach and changes to the surf break.

While the technical work progresses, short term works and emergency response will continue to be implemented and monitored by the Inverloch Coastal Protection Interagency Working Group.
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Figure 9: Beautiful rockpools which are highly exposed at super low tides. Lots to explore Photo credit: Lisa Nicholls 
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percentage	53%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%
[VALUE]%

Resident within 1 km of the coast	Resident further than 1 km from the coast	Rate payer / holiday homeowner (not a full-time resident)	Traditional Owner	Work in the area	Holiday in the area	Frequent visitor	Occasional visitor	Other	53	11	28	0.5	5	9	14	4	2	
No. of responses


[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Inverloch	Venus Bay	Tarwin Lower	Cape Paterson	Wonthaggi	Broader South Gippsland Shire	Broader Bass Coast Shire	Broader Gippsland	Greater Melbourne	Other areas of regional Victoria	68	25	2	18	4	6	5	10	34	8	38%	14%	1%	10%	2%	3%	3%	6%	19%	4%	
No. of respondents



[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]
[CELLRANGE]

Under 18	18 – 25	26 - 35	36 - 45	46 - 55	56 - 65	Over 65	1	1	12	24	42	62	38	1%	1%	7%	13%	23%	34%	21%	
No. of respondents



[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]
[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]
[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]
[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]
[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]

[CATEGORY NAME] [VALUE]

59	34	27	39	13	8	Daily	2 to 3 times a week	Weekly	Monthly	Occasionally	Seasonally	0.33	0.19	0.15	0.22	7.0000000000000007E-2	0.04	
Very likely 75%
Likely [VALUE]%
Uncertain [VALUE]%
Not very likely [VALUE]%
Very unlikely [VALUE]%

very likely	likely	uncertain/don't know	not very likely	very unlikely	74	18	5	1	0.5	
Uncertain [VALUE]%
A bit more planning required [VALUE]%

A lot more planning and preparation required 77%

No risk, no need to prepare [VALUE]%

Prepared as can be [VALUE]%


As prepared as can be	A bit more planning and preparation required	A lot more planning and preparation required	No risk, no need to prepare	Uncertain	5	12	76	1	5	
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